
M
y weekends are so many
different things – they can be
in Phuket, where I keep a
boat, or in the US – but Paris
is really a centre for me. My

heart is here. Saturday mornings start at
home. I’m usually an early riser because I
have so much to do, but I am not an early
riser out of instinct. If I’m on vacation
where the weather is wonderful, in
Thailand for example, I’ll get up early and
do something to regenerate – go for a
swim or a walk – but if I’m in Paris, I
might sleep a bit later.

I like to eat some fruit in the morning
and then maybe have a croissant and some
coffee. Ninety per cent of the time I have
breakfast at home, sometimes in my
bedroom on a lacquer tray I picked up in
Thailand. If I go out for breakfast, I’ll go to
Café de Flore and meet a friend at around
10am. After that, I just love walking
around Paris and looking at architecture
– after all these years, it still turns me on.
I love the Grand Palais, and the Pont
Alexandre III is so beautiful. I love
walking along the quais. 

I might go to lunch with Christian, my
companion. We’ll often go to the Emporio
Armani Caffé, which is right near our
apartment. I may have the rucola,
parmesan and San Daniele prosciutto
salad, and a pasta, but it depends what’s in
season – there are so many good things.
Or we’ll have lunch at home. We tend to
have something light. Christian is a very
good cook and he gets everyone out of the
kitchen and emerges with wonderful
offerings. He may go out and get a dozen
chicken carcasses in Chinatown, come
home and make something incredible.

After lunch, I love to go and see
antiques dealers, and I’ll definitely visit
Alain Demachy at Camoin-Demachy
Antiquités, on the Quai Voltaire. I will also
go and see art galleries, and particularly
my old friend Darthea Speyer. 

After walking for a few hours, I may
have a drink at the Park Hyatt Paris-
Vendôme. Although I designed the hotel it
doesn’t feel like a busman’s holiday.
Everyone treats me very nicely, and I can
go there and enjoy it. 

We go out for dinner an enormous
amount in Paris. We might go to Le Voltaire

or La Cigale, which specialises in soufflés
– my favourite is a chicken soufflé. Or we’ll
go over to our friend Kenzo Takada’s house
for dinner. He has an amazing Japanese
chef, and we’ll be served sushi.

I may also go to a gallery or museum
opening or a friend’s party, celebrating
something important in their lives. Maxim’s
sometimes has a great party, and that’s fun,
too – to go out and dance all night.

Depending on what we’ve done on
Saturday night, Sunday morning doesn’t
necessarily exist – we just start the day later.
But if Saturday night has been calm, and
Sunday morning does happen, we’ll go to
the Marché Biologique on Boulevard
Raspail. We buy produce there and
Christian makes one of his incredible soups.

I may go to a museum, but later in the
day to avoid the crowds. If a museum closes

at five, I’ll go over at four. Or I may just go
on a three-hour walk through the city.

Sunday night we’ll meet our very old
friends Jean Michel Beurdeley and Patsri
Bunnag Beurdeley for dinner. They’ll have
been away in the country for the
weekend, and when they get back we all
meet for dinner, usually at Les Délices de
Szechuen. We’ve gone there together for
years. The owner, Ah-Chun Lau, looks
after us, and the chef will make us
something special – tofu salad, seaweed
salad, jellyfish salad, prawns cooked in
parchment paper, or a slow-cooked stew
called Lion’s Head made of minced pork
and crabmeat served on a bed of cabbage.

Seeing friends, walking through Paris,
going out for dinner, these are things I
love to do when I’m not working. I’m
pretty simple. JACKIE COOPERMAN

Long-term American-in-Paris
Ed Tuttle is famed for hotel
design that blends exotic
culture with refined grandeur.
His two latest projects for
Amanresorts in India are set
to open in Jodhpur and near
Jaipur later this year.

ADDRESS BOOK CAFE DE FLORE, 172 BOULEVARD SAINT-GERMAIN, PARIS (00331-4548 5526). CAMOIN-DEMACHY ANTIQUITES, 9 QUAI VOLTAIRE, PARIS (00331-4261 8206). LA CIGALE, 11 BIS RUE CHOMEL, PARIS (00331-4548
8787). LES DELICES DE SZECHUEN, 40 AVENUE DUQUESNE, PARIS (00331-4306 2255). EMPORIO ARMANI CAFFE, 149 BOULEVARD SAINT-GERMAIN, PARIS (00331-4548 6215). GALERIE DARTHEA SPEYER, 6 RUE JACQUES CALLOT,
PARIS (00331-4354 7841). MAXIM’S, 3 RUE ROYALE, PARIS (00331-4265 2794). PARK HYATT PARIS-VENDOME, 5 RUE DE LA PAIX, PARIS (00331-5871 1234). LE VOLTAIRE, 27 QUAI VOLTAIRE, PARIS (00331-4261 1749).

PERFECT WEEKEND ed tuttle

I just love walking
around Paris looking
at architecture —
after all these years, it
still turns me on.
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62 how to spend it 
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