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DESIGN & DECORATING

THOMAS
JUUL-HANSEN

The architect behind graceful New York restaurant interiors—and one of
the most expensive apartment buildings ever—loves Danish design,

and wishes more people had fewer, better things

Almost everything I buy for my homes
is vintage. 1stdibs.com is an incredible re-
source. I also roam vintage stores. I found
my dining table at Nest in Narrowsburg,
N.Y. It’s a 10-foot-long, 4-foot-wide 1950s
table from Denmark.

My personal style is basic. My wife al-
ways says if you have a fantastic bag or
shoes, everything else should be toned
down. If you have a nice suit, you don’t
need a nice tie. All my suits are Paul
Smith. They fit me well, with a European
cut, and the fabrics are amazing.

If money were no object, I’d collect Gio
Ponti and Carlo Mollino furniture.

I’d like to get my hands on a couple of
vintage Finn Juhl Chieftain chairs, made
for the American Embassy in 1949. He
only made about 50 of them, and there
are very few of the originals around. They
now cost about $100,000.

My biggest splurge is the house I built
upstate—a four-bedroom house, with a
huge deck and a pool. It’s very crisp, not
fussy at all. It’s the anti-Hamptons.

For inexpensive treasures, I appreciate
IKEA. When you have a 6-year-old, unless
you’re very wealthy, this is where you buy
her furniture. For my daughter’s playroom,
I bought two paper lamps.

My most prized possessions are two
Poul Kjaerholm PK 25 chairs, which the
designer made for his final exam project
[in 1951]. It’s extraordinary and still in pro-
duction, a stainless-steel frame with wo-
ven hemp rope. Expensive as hell.

The way I think about material posses-
sions is probably Danish and is very much
about permanence. I’m not a fan of con-

stantly upgrading. My father is 95, and
he taught me the Depression-era way of
thinking: I’d rather have just two great
chairs than a room full of cheap things
that aren’t important to me. It’s the
1940s Danish idea of “total design.”
Handles, lighting fixtures, chairs—every-
thing is designed to work together.

My dream client, living or dead, is Steve
Jobs. He had a great appreciation for art,
and I think he was about waiting to make
something that was right, and delaying
things if necessary.

The best advice I’ve ever received was
from a teacher at Harvard who taught
me to multitask, to always have two or
three things so you’re continually rotat-
ing. Every 15 minutes, you ask yourself,
“Have I made progress?” If not, rotate
and come back to it later. This allows me
to be very efficient.

No home is complete without a great
dining table. I read a study that said if you
have dinner with your children every night,
they’re 25% more likely to be successful
at school. The dining table is critical.

For home fragrance, we use Diptyque’s
Jasmin [candle], the same name as my
daughter.

We don’t have a TV. If my daughter
wants to watch a movie, it’s on the iPad.

In my kitchen I must have a wine
fridge. Always. The one I have in New
York City is cheap, and the one upstate is
Miele, and they’re both great.

The most overrated design trend is
the use of new man-made materials: res-
ins, plastics, fibers, polymers. The way
they’re typically executed, with curves

and folds, it doesn’t carry any longevity.
No one ever says, “This oak is so 2006”
but with some of the new design materi-
als, you might say, “This is so dot-com.”

If I had one day to redesign a living
room, I would paint everything white and
then get rid of as much as possible.

I purge my things every three months.
I give my clothes to the Salvation Army.

To achieve the best lighting, I turn on
five or six table lamps. It’s a very low,
sexy light and very peaceful. I recom-
mend keeping lighting at a lower focal
point. It can change things dramatically.

I wish people would better appreciate
quality furniture. In Denmark, even in a
farmer’s home, odds are you’ll find an
Arne Jacobsen chair or a Bang & Olufsen
TV. The idea is you save up for years to
get something and then you hold on to it
and pass it along. It doesn’t mean that
you’re elitist or rich, it means you have an
appreciation. I see people here who drive
very fancy cars and have crummy homes.
I find it very curious.

My proudest contribution to our coun-
try house is the six-foot wide, four-foot
tall fireplace. My parents lived in a very
simple Arne Jacobsen-designed house
with a great fireplace. It inspired me to
build the one I have now. Fire is the most
peaceful thing, and the scent is amazing.

I teach my daughter that objects are
just stuff, and they can come and go. But
I know my clients have a lot of stuff, so I
make sure they have storage for all of it. I
build a lot of closets. Then everything’s in
its space and you can breathe.

On my desk, I just need my computer, a
roll of tracing paper and that’s it. No
photographs, no knickknacks.

When I come home from work, I put
away the BlackBerry. I find it very bad for
my family to work at home. If you must
have a home office, it should be con-
cealed.

To relax I play tennis and ski. I also
chop wood with my new favorite toy, a
10-pound maul, a kind of hybrid axe-
sledgehammer. It’s the strangest thing,
but chopping wood completely clears your
mind. Also, good wine helps.

—Edited from an interview by
Jackie Cooperman

SET TO OPEN IN 2014, One57 will be Manhattan’s tallest residential build-
ing, at 1,004 feet, and quite possibly its most expensive, averaging $6,000 per
square foot. Extell, the property’s developer, selected Danish interior de-
signer Thomas Juul-Hansen to create the luxe floor plans and finishes even
before hiring the building’s architect. One57’s lucky residents will have Mr.
Juul-Hansen to thank for details like hand-carved Italian marble bathtubs
built for two and Macassar ebony wood kitchen cabinets. Mr. Juul-Hansen,
who holds a master’s in architecture from Harvard University, was a senior
designer at Richard Meier and Partners before opening his own firm in 2003.
His clients include jeweler David Yurman, hip-hop impresario Damon Dash
and restaurateur Jean-Georges Vongerichten. When he’s not working, Mr.
Juul-Hansen turns off his BlackBerry and relaxes in his airy TriBeCa loft or
Delaware River country home with his wife, architect Judy Wenfei Lee, and
their 6-year-old daughter, Jasmin.

20 ODD QUESTIONS

COOL CUSTOMER Clockwise from top:
Thomas Juul-Hansen; his maul; Miele
wine fridge; his country home on the
Delaware River; Finn Juhl’s Chieftain Chair;
Jean-Georges restaurant; IKEA Väte lamp;
Mr. Juul-Hansen’s living room; Diptyque
candle; Poul Kjaerholm’s PK 25 chair.

IN THE AIR

ORCHIDELIRIUM
Blooming on everything from fabric to fine china, orchids are the season’s most intoxicating flowers

THREE YEARS AGO, when the New York Botanical
Garden first spoke with French botanist Patrick
Blanc about doing a vertical orchid garden, no-
body knew that Orchidaceae would be the flower
of the moment today. Spring 2012 is abloom with
orchids, from fashion to home fragrance. Vivienne
Tam channeled the flora to create prints of float-
ing phalaenopsis on a crisp white blouse, while
Chloé created orchid-embroidered blouses. Metal
artist Michael Aram just added new bloom-embel-
lished items to his Black Orchid collection of deco-
rative objects. And in the realm of upholstery,
classic orchid patterns are enjoying a resurgence
via decorators mesmerized by the flower’s palettes
and staying power.

Beautiful as these interpretations of the flower
are, the real thing is hard to beat. At the New York
Botanical Garden’s Orchid Show, which runs
through April 22, Mr. Blanc’s breathtaking display,
composed of thousands of orchids and plants,
shows off the flower’s mind-boggling varieties.
The careful placement of the blooms creates a
rich, textured tapestry effect.

What stirred all of these designers, working in
such different disciplines, to summon the flower
that Darwin described as “beautiful contrivances”?
Who can say? The orchid’s mysterious power,
which Victorians risked lives and fortunes to pur-
sue, will always inspire us. Here are some beauti-
ful ways to bring the flora—real or inventively
rendered—home. —Charlotte Moss

FABRIC
Two different approaches to representing orchids on fabric: Jean Monro
adopted a painterly approach to botanical illustration with a hand-blocked
print for Brunschwig & Fils (top), while citrons, bright yellows and char-
treuse heat up a floral fabric from Clarence House (bottom). Orchidelirium
Cotton Print in Buff, Brunschwig & Fils, brunschwig.com; Les Orchidees in
Lime and White, Clarence House, clarencehouse.com

CHINA
Anna Weatherly’s designs are hand-painted in
Budapest by artisans who not only know their
art but have a love of flowers evident in every
last plate. Equally at home in modern and tradi-
tional décor, the dishes can be mixed with other
patterns or left alone to be the stars at the ta-
ble. $540 each, devinecorp.com

PAPER
The New York Botanical Garden of-
ten draws on its vast library to de-
velop products for its shop. With
the paper company Caspari, they’ve
created orchid note cards with im-
ages by botanical illustrator John
Nugent Fitch. $15, nybgshop.org

PAINT
Envelop your rooms with the colors
of your favorite orchids. Try pairing
them with soft greens, butter yellow
and Delft blue, separately or all to-
gether. Sweet Orchid (CI132), Fra-
grant Orchid (1006-6B) and Orchid
House (1001-6A), valsparpaint.com
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Far left and far right: The orchid
wall created by botanist Patrick
Blanc for the New York Botanical
Garden’s Orchid Show.

Delicate yet sculptural, with incredible colors
and scents, orchids are renowned for their
beauty—and persnickety behavior. Follow these
tips and watch your orchid thrive.

Always work with clean tools and hands. Or-
chids are susceptible to viruses. Keep rubbing al-
cohol handy, or a solution of one part bleach to
nine parts water.

Feed weakly, weekly. Orchids require good
drainage. Water saturation will kill your plant. An
orchid pot (the kind with holes on the side) is
wise—at a minimum, your pot must have a hole
in the bottom. Water with tepid water about once
a week. For extra nourishment, use an orchid fer-
tilizer as directed, or a general house plant variety
will do.

Humidity is a plus. Cluster your plants if possi-
ble or set them in gravel-lined trays with a thin
layer of water. Keep the roots away from water.
Orchids love eastern and southern light, but feel
free to rotate. Take care not to let them scorch in
a western exposure.

Best time to repot: after the last flower fades,
then every year or two thereafter.

Common trouble signs: Yellow leaves mean too
much water. Also, inspect the roots—if they’re de-
teriorating, nutrients may not be reaching the
leaves. Black spots on leaves? Probably fungal.
Try dusting with cinnamon, a natural fungicide.

Fragrance notes: Why does an orchid smell like
rose, hyacinth, chocolate or citrus? Many orchids
have a fragrance that plays an important role in
their survival by attracting pollinators. Ranging
from subtle to intoxicating, the world of fragrant
orchids is always expanding due to hybridization.
Some popular fragrant orchids:
Brassavola = lily of the valley
Dendrobium nobile= floral
Encyclia radiata = coconut
Oncidium twinkle = vanilla
Phalaenopsis coral isles = citrus
Phalaenopsis ‘Roman Holiday’ = spicy

For more tips on orchids, visit nybg.org.

FLOWER SCHOOL: Orchid Care

SCENT
To captivate guests at the front
door, Mizensir created a scented
candle called Orchidee Chocolat,
a heady blend of orchid, choco-
late and amber. $325 for a 53-
ounce candle, aedes.com

CM Y K Composite
CompositeMAGENTA CYAN BLACK

P2JW077000-4-D01000-1--------XA CL,CN,CX,DL,DM,DX,EE,EU,FL,HO,KC,MW,NC,NE,NY,PH,PN,RM,SA,SC,SL,SW,TU,WB,WE
BGN,BMT,BRX,CCA,CHR,CKP,CPD,CXT,DNV,DRG,HAW,HLD,KCS,LAG,LAT,LKD,MIA,NMX,PAL,PHI,PVN,SEA,TDM,TUS,UTA,WOK

P2JW077000-4-D01000-1--------XA


